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Stitching Traditions

The beautiful quilt creations by Peg Stull and Ruth 
Weber are greatly admired in the family.  We all enjoy 
seeing their work and knowing how much care is 
inside each piece. As I was thinking about them one 
day, I started wondering... How long have they been at 
it?  What got them started? Were there other family 
connections to sewing?  So, I asked them if we might 
tell the story. Of course, they shared their memories 
and we were soon on another history tour.   

Ruth thought back to the 1980s when she became 
interested in quilting. She knew that Dolly (Weber 
Holzer, her sister-in-law) was experienced and would 
offer help. She has fond memories of the quilts Dolly 
made for her children (Ruth's) in the 1950s.  Sure 
enough, Dolly encouraged her:  “She taught me how 
to hide knots...how to make certain kinds of knots.... 
she said it was easy to quilt and she would show me 
anything I wanted to know.” 

Peg Stull with Ron Lindblom, winner of the 2012 
Weber Kuhn Family Memories Quilt 

Peg remembers beginning to quilt when  Brandon, her 
grandson, was little - in the 1970s.  Her comments 
were: “I can remember learning from books, finding all 
kinds of patterns.  It was fun to try the different ones.”  

As we were talking more about the quilting/sewing 
traditions, Peg reminisced about her mother, Tillie 
Kuhn Weber, making quilts from tobacco bags. “Mom 
quilted completely by hand.  She used tobacco 
pouches, dyed them and cut them up.  She made 
quilts while she was in the hospital.”  

The recollections blossomed when I asked Becky 
(Holzer) Smith for more details of her mom, Dolly's, 
story.  Her words are so descriptive and open, I 
wanted to use them exactly.  Here's her message: 

Hi Nancy! That is really cool – I didn’t know that Mom 
taught Aunt Ruth to quilt. 

I am not sure how long Mom had been quilting, but at 
least as long as I can remember. I know that she did 
sewing and quilting at St. Jude's regularly when I was 
a kid. She probably taught my sister Joyce, but I can’t 
say even that for sure. Unfortunately, I was not a very 
good student and she tried to teach me knitting, 
crocheting, and sewing many times, but I only learned 
very rudimentary things (one of my big regrets).

She was always working on a quilt for at least the last 
10 years of her life – she was trying very hard to finish 
enough quilts to have one for each of her 
grandchildren. Each one of us kids has at least one 
quilt that Mom made – she gave us each one for a 
wedding present, and continued with the 
grandchildren that way.  So – yes there are many of 
Mom’s quilts still around.

She and her circle of friends (there were four or five 
couples that Mom and Dad “hung out” with ) – all 
entered a quilting contest sponsored by the Star 
Newspaper. The Star published a flower design every 
week or month for a period of time, and you had to 
incorporate those flower designs into your quilt. I was 
in high school at the time, and I got to help Mom with 
the quilt design. Hers was the only one that won any 
prize - she won an Honorable Mention in the contest. 
And that’s the one she gave me for my wedding 
present.  Someone still has her picture album with 
those quilts that they made for the contest and several 
others in it.

She started a quilt at the last Holzer reunion she 
attended (July 2003) a few months before she died – 
we filled out blocks for it at the reunion (just like we’ve 
done at the Weber reunions) and she asked me to put 



some pictures on cloth for her (old family photos), and 
she was going to make all that into a quilt for the next 
reunion to be held in 2005. She only got through with 
piecing about half of the top of the quilt together. My 
brother Ron and his wife – and their kids – all finished 
that quilt together – even their older boys learned to 
quilt!

I think she told me once that she learned how to sew 
(at least partly) from that convent school that she and 
Peg were sent to for a short time. She said she spent 
the whole time learning to sew a straight line properly 
– they were very strict about the length of the stitches 
and the evenness, etc…. She did NOT sound like it 
was enjoyable. :)

Thanks Becky!   I do love discovering these family 
remembrances.  For instance, in a recent gab session 
with cousins, Rosie and Marilyn, and my sister, Marti, 
we were reflecting on the times that Marilyn and 
Martha would babysit their younger cousins.  Rosie 
recalled: “I remember when you two would babysit for 
us.  You would sew doll clothes on Mom's sewing 
machine, since we were not that young and you didn't 
really need to watch us that close.  Mom would  
usually be in the middle of making doll clothes. So 
when you came over you would just continue them.”

For the final chapter of our time travel into this family's  
sewing traditions, I'll share a piece of history that 
jumps back another generation.  Many of us have 
seen the treadle sewing machine in Aunt Peg's living 
room, and maybe even know that Aunt Gin owned it at 
one time. But, do you know more? Well, here's the 
story that came together recently.   

Peg was happy to receive the treadle machine many 
years ago from Gin, who said that the machine came 
from the Busald family that lived up the street from Gin 
and Ed on Delaware. She also was told that the 
Busald family was related to the Webers.  That's all we 
knew a few weeks ago.
   
When I looked into the genealogy connections, I found 
that the Busald family is related through the Kuhn 
family.  Tillie Kuhn Weber was a niece of Caroline 
Risch Busald (Tillie's mother's sister), whose family I 
identified as living on Delaware Street starting in 1914. 
At least two of Tillie's Busald cousins lived in that 
home through the 1940s or 50s. These were first 
cousins once removed of Gin's.  At some point, the 
cousins gave the sewing machine to Gin. She kept it 
in her extra bedroom for many years.  Later, when Gin 
was cleaning out her belongings, she gave the treadle 
to Peg.  

Details of how the Busald family used the machine or 
how long they owned it aren't known yet. The 
repairman told Peg that her treadle dates to the early 
1900s. And she says it still runs smoothly.  Anyone 
know more about this family heirloom? 

We seem to have strong sewing traditions in the Kuhn 

Weber family. Some of us are the hands-on makers; 
some of us keenly appreciate the results.  For 
instance, I hear that Anne (Weber) Graham produces 
outstanding family treasures on her technologically-
advanced sewing machine. 

For Ruth and Peg, the excitement of diving into each 
sewing project doesn't seem to fade a bit, no matter 
how many backaches or finger sticks they have.  They 
keep churning out the baby quilts for great 
grandchildren.  Peg continues making curtains for the 
St. Vincent de Paul Society.  Ruth's sewing machine 
has very few idle days, since there's always another 
scheme on the horizon. 

What other family sewing traditions could we add to 
this list?  Thanks for letting me stitch them together. 

Marti, Peg, Rosie and Ruth enjoying the 
Brown County Quilting Show.

Family Additions

 Welcome to these new great great grandchildren 
of Harry & Tillie (Kuhn) Weber

Cora Joan Brodhacker, daughter of Jeremy & 
Crystal Brodhacker, granddaughter of Kathy 

(Weber) & David Brodhacker

Elliott Daniel Barnthouse, son of Tracie 
(Brodhacker) & Token Barnthouse, grandson of 

Kathy (Weber) & David Brodhacker

Lucas Niehaus, son of Bill & Jessica Niehaus, 
grandson of Bill & Carolyn Niehaus

Lillith Spevacek, daughter of Michelle & Chris 
Spevacek, granddaughter of Chuck & Pat Holzer

Benjamin James Stull, son of Shawn & Molly 
Stull, grandson of Jim &  Janice Stull

Ethan Brian Swift, son of Kevin & Brittany 
Swift, grandson of Joyce (Holzer) & Marvin Swift



Family News

Contest Winners and Relocation: Larry and Sue 
Holzer were recently among the winners of the  2013 
Bakers' Best Contest in Greencastle, IN. They also are 
in the midst of relocating to Tampa, FL, with Larry's 
new job. Congratulations and best wishes!

New Homes:  Janet and Dick Jenkins, after 40 years 
in their house on Parker Ave, Indianapolis, have 
moved into a condo in the Sylvan Lakes Community, 
1/2 mile west of Dean Road, and north of 71st Street. 
Janet is having fun feeding the fish in the lake every 
day.

Shelley Jenkins has earned her Masters Degree in 
Educational Technology from Boise State University, 
and has moved from Jackson Hole, WY to Fort 
Wayne, Indiana where she is working with the school 
administration to switch all students to iPads in lieu of 
books.  Best wishes, Shelley, and welcome back to 
Indiana.

Joyce and Marvin Swift also moved back to the 
Hoosier State. Upon Marvin's retirement, Joyce took 
advantage of an opportunity to relocate with her 
company  from Chicago to Fort Wayne.  Hope you are 
enjoying your new home. 

Retirements:  Ron Lindblom and Doug Walters 
made their departures from their long-standing careers 
in the Spring of 2013.  And Chuck Holzer has plans to 
retire in 2014. We wish them as many types of new 
adventures as they find suits this phase of their lives.  

2012 Reunion Recap

The 2012 Weber Kuhn Reunion was a very nice event! 
Approximately 80 members of the Harry and Otillia 
(Kuhn) Weber family gathered at the Sarah Bolton 
Park in Beech Grove, Indiana, on August 11. We 
appreciate Marilyn Schuster's scheduling for the nice 
venue.  We had a shelter and playground, ample room 
for our displays, our meal and for visiting. 

Our silent auction was a blast, both through the many 
contributions and the friendly bidding competition.  
Another popular ingredient in the gathering was the 
many family photos and stories to go with them.  And, 
of course, all of us are grateful for the outstanding 
selections of food shared all around. 
  
The beautiful Kuhn-Weber Family Memories Quilt 
created by Peg Stull was a highlight. Our very pleased 
winners were Ron and Mary Anne Lindblom.  And, of 
course, a  special note of appreciation to Dick Jenkins 
for taking our group photo.    

I feel I can safely speak for the family by saying: This 
reunion resulted in another nice family remembrance.  

Reunion Planning Committee

Marti (Niehaus) Fleetwood, Nancy (Weber) 
Gholson, Chuck Holzer, Larry Holzer, Nancy 
(Niehaus) Hurley, Janet (Weber) Jenkins, 
Marilyn (Niehaus) Schuster, Becky (Holzer) Smith, 
Rose (Stull) Walters.

Indiana Ties

The family history blog, indianaties.com is available for 
sharing your stories. Just notify me about what you 
would like to post.  Also indianaties.net is a connected 
website with family descendant reports, pedigree 
charts, historical photos and more stories.  One of the 
newest series on the blog is Family Recipe Friday. 
You'll find a growing list of family recipes by clicking on 
Family Recipe Friday on the left side of the homepage 
at indianaties.com. This is a way for us all to have 
access to recipes that are either passed down or new 
favorites.  To share yours send an email to 
nancyhurley1@ gmail.com, or post a comment on the 
blog.  Let me know why you like the recipe or how 
long it's been in the family, etc.  
We're still searching for Miss Wintz's Cinnamon Yeast 
Rolls recipe.  Any hints?

Notes from Nancy

Discovering New Kuhns: I have met new Kuhn 
cousins who are happily sharing history.  They 
provided background on Kuhn family from Cincinnati  
to California.  We now have photos of Charles and 
Mary Anna. (See Mary's story.)  Also, I learned of a 
bigamist in the Kuhn family, Adam.  Look at the Family 
History binder for more details.

Youth Reporter Invited: Where's that young member 
of our family who likes to write? You could add a fresh, 
important dimension to our newsletter.  Write about 
whoever or whatever you want.  The only request is 
that the subject be family, current or past, funny or 
serious.  Just let me know by next July.  

Memorials:  I don't know of any deaths in the family 
for our memorials this year.  Please correct me, if I'm 
wrong.  May all of our cherished family rest in peace.

Thanks so much for feeding me news and adding to 
our stories for the 2013 Weber-Kuhn Tribune. It's fun 
putting this together with all of you.  I welcome your 
suggestions on the newsletter.

Your Tribune Editor, Nancy (Niehaus) Hurley
Daughter of Frank and Rose (Weber) Niehaus
317.473.8696  – nancyhurley1 at gmail dot com

http://www.indianaties.net/


Ladies In My Line 

Mary Anna Risch Kuhn 
Mary Anna was truly a member of a mid-nineteenth 
century “Brady Bunch.”  She was the eldest child of 
seven siblings, had two brothers from her mother’s 
first marriage and three brothers and a sister from her 
father’s first marriage. Between yours, mine and ours 
of Julianna Leppert Karrer Risch and Mathias Risch, 
Jr., there were 13 children. My great grandmother, 
Mary Anna Risch Kuhn, must have learned to share 
and negotiate in her blended family. 

This Risch family lived in the farming community of 
New Alsace, Dearborn County, Indiana. Mary Anna’s 
grandparents, Mathias Risch, Sr. and Maria Weiss 
Risch, immigrated from Hugstetten, Baden about 
1828. Her maternal grandparents, John Leppert and 
Susana Kaprin, came to New Alsace from Bavaria in 
1836.

Mary Anna was born 9 Jan 1851 and lived in New 
Alsace until some time after her father died in 1876. 
By the time her father’s estate was administered, she 
had a small inheritance. Perhaps that money allowed 
her to make her way to Indianapolis. All we know is 
that she married Charles Anthony Kuhn on 29 May 
1879 in Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Indianapolis, 
Indiana. 

I only recently scored this fine photo of Mary Anna with 
her husband, Charles, through a newly found cousin 
on ancestry.com. Isn’t it nice when that happens! I am 
guessing from the attire that this is a wedding photo. 
In that case, they are both 28 years old. So far, this is 
the only photo I have of either one of these ancestors. 
I would appreciate very much any additional photos 
that cousins of the Risch or Kuhn family might share?

Mary and Charles began their family in Indianapolis 
soon after their marriage. A year later, in the 1880 
census, the couple are enumerated with their 3-
month-old son. They lived next door to Mary’s half 
brother and his wife, Joseph and Mary Risch, on High 
Street. Joseph and Charles worked together at the 
nearby brewery. After losing their son in July of 1880, 

Mary gave birth two seven additional children between 
1881 and 1894. All of these children were raised in the 
home on High Street.

Unfortunately, I don’t have information about Mary’s 
personal characteristics or her everyday life at this 
point. Nor are the specific details known of Mary’s 
influence in her children’s lives, only the results that 
are passed along generationally. There could have 
been many ways she taught them. One characteristic 
that I learned about from a family history written by 
Mary Cathryn Zimmer entitled The Louis Risch Family, 
is that the Risch family passed along a strong tradition 
of playing musical instruments. Perhaps Mary taught 
her children. For instance, my grandmother, Tillie, 
played the piano and taught my mother and her 
sisters. Her impact as well was evident in the affiliation 
she maintained with Sacred Heart Catholic Church. 
Her children remained close, carrying on family 
togetherness as they grew older. 

Mary Anna Risch Kuhn died at their High Street home 
at the age of 60 on Jan 21, 1911. As was the custom 
in 1911, the funeral was held in their home, followed 
by the services at Sacred Heart Catholic Church. Mary 
is buried in St. Joseph Cemetery on South Meridian 
Street in Indianapolis, only a few miles from that 
home.

I would like to know more about Mary Anna Risch 
Kuhn. Was the acquaintance with her husband in 
Indianapolis through her brother, Joseph’s occupation 
at the brewery?  Or did she and Joseph know Charles 
before they all came to the big city?

There is history in another town, Connersville, Fayette 
County, Indiana.  Members of the Risch and Kuhn 
families lived in Connersville before Mary and Charles 
married in 1879. Charles’ sister, Wilhelmina, and her 
husband, John Scherrer, were married in Connersville 
and moved to Indianapolis, along with other family 
members. They all lived on High Street, just a few 
houses from Mary and Charles and Joseph and his 
wife. 

And to complicate the puzzle more, Mary’s mother, 
Juliana Leppert, and the Scherrer family both 
immigrated from Bavaria. Did Mary meet Charles 
through the Scherrers in Connersville? Or perhaps, 
they had deeper connections going back to their 
hometowns in Germany. My research in Germany may 
give me answers eventually. I will keep digging 
through the records and trying to discover more family. 

Thanks to Mary Anna Risch Kuhn for participating in 
bringing us all together.

 Nancy Hurley 

Posted on www.indianaties.com – 30 March 2013

Update: I have another photo now. I can show you a 
different image of Charles Kuhn.  Copies are available. 


