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Favorite Family Flashbacks

Sisters and sisters-in-law at the 1995 Reunion: Nina
Hickman Stull, Jane Stull Hickman, Peg Weber Stull,
Mary Stull Buis, Berta Stull Hickman.

Niehaus Cousins at 2002 Reunion: Bernie Niehaus,
Charlotte Niehaus Baxter, Robert Niehaus, Berta Stull
Hickman, Jane Stull Hickman, Ralph “Dutch” Kirn,
Marie Kirn Dallesandro, Larry Niehaus

Photo Names --- Let's
Keep Them All

Just like we see with these memories captured
above, preserving the identities of those folks in our
photos tells the story forever.

There are still some of those Niehaus photos
waiting for us to identify them. So, Come One, Come
All...Let's find every one of these names! During the

reunion you'll find several group photos posted at the
history table for your enjoyment. There are both 75-
year-old photos and some from the recent years. We
have many names already, thanks to input from all of
you over the past few years. But some of those blanks
are waiting for us to remember them.

How many people do you know that don't yet have
their names recorded? Take a look at these beauties
to see how many faces you can name!

There's A “Kamp”
In The Family

There are a few of our ancestors' surnames that
haven't garnered their fair share of family history time.
For instance, the name “Kamp.” An online resource
for the meaning and origin of surnames says the
following about Kamp:

“From Low German kamp, enclosed, fenced, or
hedged piece of land’, field’ (from Latin campus
‘plain’), hence a topographic name for someone who
lived by a field.”

There might be a connection between our Kamps
and this description. Our most recent Kamp ancestor
was born in 1813 in Hollingen, Westphalia, a village in
the low-lying lands of northwestern Germany, near the
river Ems and a short distance south of Emsdetten.

Anna Elizabeth Kamp Wilmsen was the mother of
Gertrude Wilmsen Niehaus, our immigrant ancestor.
Her story is known briefly through the records at St.
Pankratius Catholic Church in Emsdetten.

From her baptismal record we know that she was
christened Anna Elizabeth Kamp on 28 July 1813 in
St. Pankratius church and that her parents were Johan
Heinrich Kamp and Anna Christina Dreyhues. That
same church is where Elizabeth Kamp married
Gerhard Hermann Willemsen on 24 November 1846
and where their daughter, Gertrude, was baptized in
1847. Elizabeth's father was a “kotter”, a small
landowner. Gerhard's father was a day laborer. They
would both have been of the peasant class, or what
we might call working class, or struggling folk.

The church record says also that Elizabeth was a
widow at the time of her marriage to Gerhard, at 33
years of age. Wonder what happened to her first
husband? And was Elizabeth Kamp Wilmsen still alive
when Gertrude and Joseph and eight of her
grandchildren sailed to America in 18867 These gaps
in her life story will be filled someday, hopefully.

To be continued...
Over
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The Niehaus Ancestors

Below is the Niehaus family line,
as far as we know at this time:

Josef Niehues, born: about 1804,
Riesenbeck, Westphalia, Germany
and
Maria Anna Beerman, born: 7 Jan 1813,
Bergeshovde, Westphalia, Germany

Their children:
Heinrich Joseph Niehues (Niehaus), 1848 - 1921
Heinrich August Niehues, 1850 -
Bernard Joseph Niehues (Niehaus), 1860 — 1934

Two of the three brothers above, Heinrich Joseph and
Bernard Joseph, emigrated to the U. S. in late 1800s.
Heinrich Joseph, known by Joseph, is our direct
ancestor.

Heinrich “Joseph” Niehaus, 1848 — 1921
Born: Riesenbeck, Westphalia, Germany
Married 24 June 1873 in Emsdetten
to
Elizabeth Gertrudis “Gertrude” Wilmsen,
1847 — 1895
Born: Hollingen, Westphalia, Germany

Joseph was a weaver and had his business in
Emsdetten. Gertrude and Joseph emigrated from
Germany to Indiana in 1886 with eight of their
children. All of the immigrants plus the four children
born in the United States lived out their lives in
Indianapolis. Following are Joseph and Gertrude's
children. Do you know which is your direct ancestor?

Gerhardt John Niehaus, 1874 - 1918
Born: Emsdetten, Westphalia, Germany

Anna M. Niehaus, 1875 - 1957
Born: Emsdetten, Westphalia, Germany

Rose Elizabeth Niehaus, 1876 - 1952
Born: Emsdetten, Westphalia, Germany

Mary Anna Niehaus, 1878 - 1912
Born: Emsdetten, Westphalia, Germany

Josephina Maria Niehaus, 1880 - 1954
Born: Emsdetten, Westphalia, Germany

Bernard August Niehaus, 1881 - 1943
Born: Emsdetten, Westphalia, Germany

Helena Gertrudis Niehaus, 1883 - 1960
Born: Emsdetten, Westphalia, Germany

Joseph Herman Niehaus, Jr., 1884 - 1969

Born: Emsdetten, Westphalia, Germany

Clara Lucille Niehaus, 1887 - 1949
Born: Indianapolis, Marion Co., Indiana

John Niehaus, 1889 - 1956
Born: Indianapolis, Marion Co., Indiana

Francis Anthony Niehaus, 1892 - 1892
Born: Indianapolis, Marion Co., Indiana

Wilhelmina Gertrude Niehaus, 1893 — 1981
Born: Indianapolis, Marion Co., Indiana

2015 Reunion Wrap Up

A sunny September 12 Saturday and the
camaraderie of family resulted in a very pleasant
gathering for the 2015 Niehaus Reunion at Pioneer
Park in Mooresville, Indiana.

We anxiously took our chances in the raffle of the
family heritage quilt created by Peg Stull and Marti
Fleetwood. As a result of the thoughtful quilt squares
created by everyone at the 2014 reunion, this piece
will carry our family history forward. Ellie Slinger was
the excited winner of the raffle of this momento.
Pictured here is Ellie peeking over the top of her prize,
with Peg at the right.

As usual, the mix of sharing family stories,
reminiscing over old photos, some friendly games, lots
of great food, plus this year's entertaining silent
auction, made for a great Niehaus reunion. Thanks to
all who added to the fun.

Nancy's Notes

Do you have a story to include in this newsletter or
maybe a tidbit of information that you think might have
some connection to our history? Write me a note or give
me a call to talk about it. Also, I'm glad to send this
newsletter if you have a family member who can’t attend
the reunion. Just let me know their email or street
address. Thanks for reading.

Newsletter Editor, Nancy Hurley
nancyhurley1@gmail.com -- 317.473.8696



