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  Connecting With Family 
 Through Old Newspapers

     
     It's enlightening what surfaces in old newspapers.  
I've been looking around for our family this past year 
and come across several pieces that add color to our 
history.  Some of these news items I've featured on 
www.indianaties.com.  More are scheduled for posting 
on the website.  But meanwhile, below is some of that 
news on the Keen family.  This appeared in the 
Indianapolis News on August 26, 1872. The 144 years 
of age shows in the damaged condition of this 
clipping. But there's a transcription below. 

  Burglar Shot
 "Last night two burglars tried to forcibly enter the 
residence of Lawrence Keen on South New Jersey; 
but their noise awakened George Keen who was 
sleeping in the front parlor and he immediately 
prepared for business.  The burglars heard his 
movements and decamped, but as they reached the 
front gate George stepped out and fired one shot, 
which hit its mark judging from the yell that followed.  
They succeeded in getting away but are cheerfully 
invited to call again"

    
     Aren't you glad to hear that George scared these 
burglars off and they didn't harm anyone? Could this 
have changed our family history?  Lawrence and 
Elizabeth (Kraut) Keen were great grandparents to 
Bob, Rose, Gin, Peg, Dolly and Harry Weber.  

Lawrence and Elizabeth's daughter, Mary Anna, 
married Harry Adam Weber in 1886, and they were the 
parents of Harry Lawrence Weber, who married Tillie 
Kuhn in 1913. 
     The Keen family migrated to Indianapolis from 
Zanesville, Ohio in about 1864 and lived near 
Lawrence Keen's shoemaker shop that was on 
Virginia Avenue. This attempted burglary in 1872 took 
place at their home at 175 South New Jersey where 
the family of nine was living, including twenty-year-old 
George who awakened and ran off the intruders. Nice 
job George!

--------------------------------------

Reminiscing with

 Peg and Ruth
----------------------------------------------

     Ruth Weber grew up on Indianapolis' east side at 
544 Eastern Avenue.  She remembers many families 
of Irish heritage in her neighborhood. And that the 
membership of St. Philip Neri Catholic church 
contained an abundance of Irish families.  Ruth and 
Peg explain that when they were growing up in the 
1920s and 30s the Catholic parishes were mostly 
divided by ethnicity.  St. Patrick's in Fountain Square 
was an Irish parish. Other examples are the Germans 
at Sacred Heart, where Peg's family attended, and the  
Italians at Holy Rosary. People gathered into like 
groups and the neighborhoods grew.

     Siblings and cousin stories are among the many 
fond memories of each of these ladies.  Peg 
remembers, for instance, the fun times she had with 
her cousin, Ray Hinz. He was the son of John and 
Julia (Kuhn) Hinz, Tillie Kuhn's sister. The cousins 
enjoyed Ray's personality immensely. Peg says "Ray 
drove a motorcycle most of the time. He worked at 
Bass Photo Company all his adult life, taking many 
photos of Indianapolis."   You can find a selection of 
the photos he took at "The Indiana Album" website. 
     Thanks again Ruth and Peg for the reminisces.



2015 Reunion Recap
     Thanks to a super group of Weber Kuhn family 
members the reunion on August  22, 2015 at the Sara  
Bolton Park in Beech Grove was outstanding.

 
    Each of you adds your stamp to the day in your  
own way.  Peg Stull takes the beautiful quilt squares 
that you create and puts her talents to work, with able 
assistance from Marti Fleetwood, to produce the very 
nice family heritage quilts.  Above is Peg with the 
2015 winner, her daughter, Rosie (Stull) Walters.  In 
the photo below are our bean and candy counting 
contest winners, Ryan Barrett, Kathy Brodhacker and 
Anna Holzer, with her little helper, Lucas Knorr.  Also,  
thanks to Anne Graham, we had fun with a new fill-in-
the-answers game last year. The winner of the mad 

dash to talk around and find those bits of info about 
our relatives was Nancy (Weber) Gholson. 
     Whether it was sampling the yummy food, catching  
up on travels, sharing current and past history or 
romping on the playground, everyone found a way to 
enjoy the 2015 reunion day.     
                                        

---------------------------------

 Reunion Planning Committee

Marti Fleetwood, Nancy Gholson, Chuck and Pat 
Holzer, Nancy Hurley, Janet and Dick Jenkins, Marilyn 
Schuster, Becky Smith, Peg Stull, Rose and Doug 
Walters, Ruth Weber. 

Family Birthplaces Revealed

     Recently a database became available online 
containing Indiana birth certificates. Within that 
information were details of our Weber/Kuhn family. For 
instance, I found the birth places in Indianapolis of 
Harry and Tillie Weber's children.  Did you know? 
   ---  Robert Walter, 1914, 733 Parkway Ave.
   ---  Rosemary Ethel, 1916, 733 Parkway Ave.
   ---  Virginia Frances, 1920, 2160 Singleton St. 
   ---  Margaret Elizabeth, 1924, St. Francis Hospital
   ---  Dolores Marie, 1926, 2160 Singleton St.
   ---  Harry Joseph, 1927, 2160 Singleton St.

     Also of note, the attending physician on the birth 
certificates for Bob, Rose, Peg and Dolly was C. W. 
Marxer, who was listed online as an instructor in 
obstetrics at the Central College of Physicians and 
Surgeons in Indianapolis.  John A. Sambert delivered 
Gin and A. W. Miller was the physician for Harry's 
birth.  I didn't find Anna Wintz listed anywhere. Any 
additions or corrections?

---------------------------------------

Family Trivia
We learned more about each other playing the  
Questions Game last year.  Did you know these  

facts about your family?
------------------------------------------

 --  Anni Holzer, Ryan Barrett, and Julie Holzer have 
never broken a bone.
 --  Dick Jenkins has met Andrew Luck.  
 -- Janet Holzer competed on Jeopardy.
 -- Several of us have seen all the Hunger Games 
movies: Ron Lindblom, Jerry Hurley, Matt Lindblom, 
Ryan Barrett, Zach Smith and Steve Holzer.
 -- Pat Holzer, Claire & Kaitlyn Lindblom were born 
outside Indiana. 
 -- Becky and Anni Smith, Kathy Brodhacker  & Matt 
Lindblom can all play a musical instrument – some 
more than one. And Matt holds an IU music degree.  

Notes from Nancy

Newslettter:  If you know someone who would like to 
receive this newsletter by email, write me a message.

Family History Blog:  The family is welcome to 
contribute to our history blog, indianaties.com. Take a 
look online to see the latest additions. For instance, 
developments in our Birkenstock heritage, Weber 
Scrapbook photos and one of our pioneer German 
ancestors.
 
Reporter Invited: You could add a fresh dimension to 
our newsletter.  Write about whomever or whatever, 
current or past, funny or serious.  Just contact me by 
August 1 next year.   

Tribune Editor, Nancy (Niehaus) Hurley
Daughter of Frank and Rose (Weber) Niehaus
317.473.8696  – nancyhurley1@gmail.com


